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S upport were Staff 9* quite a. new band, I liked the is when they were mi but forgot 
any thing about the® after The Fall had bees on* 

Apart fnem their rockabilly/skinhead drummer the Fall look like the ho$ next door 
as they have no stage act as such,they play to themselves,as someone said afterwards 
thayd have played an encore whether anyone was listening car not.Their music is loud 
and diatinotiwe; the lyrics are spoken rather than sung and theyr© a little Ameeeuve- 
obscure.I liked them but you earn see why some people hate their music.They made a 
bit of a mess of "Various Times*,but*Its the I%w Thing" and ""Bingo Masters Breakout* 
were great.Also they played a song from their old days when they sounded like The 
^ussoooks."Steppin Out",a brilliant song.I liked The Fall despite their self- 
-indulgence,this gig ©onfinsed ay opinion that The Nashville is one of the best ^ 
venues Ive been to for this kind of band. A M ~ 


difficult to spell(ASK TONY D) the Brighton beat comes to Aylesbury,what this band 
are doing bottom ©f the bill I oant imagine,theyre bio©<fy great.They have a good 
sound and some good songs and ttheir first single is out soon. 

"I dent want my body®,"The beat" and "Cheap and Nasty" should make good records 
The band are sharp and professional and wear black and whit© stripes so they look like 
the horizontal hold has gone on the TV.They say they are not popular with punks cos 
they take the nick but that shouldnt put anyone off because we all need a sense of 
humour.This band must be big ,see them if you get the chance. 

999.1 like this band,I think their musics good,theyv© been playing for a 
fair while,tight set and good and energetic onstage.The audience like them and the 
only fault really is that they seemed to be on for agess 90 minute set,certainly 
value for money.They seem a good bunch of blokes in this respect.lt did seem that 
they played both albums twice but what the hell.After 90 minutes some fanatics were 
still shouting for more. 

Aylesbury is not really the best of places t© see bands,I hadnt noticed until this 
this gig where Id seen two of the bands in smaller places .Untidy sheds like Rthampton 
have the advantage ofer discouraging posers and putting no barriers between crowd 
performers-low stage and no bouneers.Admittedly it can be a bit of a pain when 
there a. a stage invasion but it doesrrt often happen. I might have thought 999 wanted 
to be a super group if I hadnt seen them as a decent bunch ayt Northampton.Friars 
is OK but its not really what its all about, maaaaaaaaaaan. 
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I was asked recently if I thought that a fanzine like Hipped and Tom 
that* been going for two years still ha* any place today*I said yes then and the 
more I think of it the more I feel I need to explain ny answer* 

The situation of youth repression that existed in pre ?6 was bad but 
now personally I think it worse due to the behaviour of people whose professed aim 
was to smash the system of organised repression of creativity and activity in 
individuals.lt least in those days you knew that the stars didnt give a fuck about 
you but now the hypocrisy of people like The Clash,Sham 69 and The Jam etc makes 
the word punk stick in the throat.These people are more dangerous than any number 
of I0cc,s or BLG s oould ever be.The Clash masquerade as punks as they jet to the 
States and moan to the papers about how hard it is to break the Yank market. 
Complete Control consists of having album tfaacks issued as singles does it Joe? 
Stay in fucking America. The Clash charge £2.50 for the Lyceum where the bouncers 
jealously guard the carpets and the "stars "from those" dirty punks", remember us do 
ya Joe? Whatever happened to the movement that was going to smash the barriers 
down between performers and fans.Dost be a fan because as Mark Ferry said being a 
fan means being satisfied and you should never be satisfied.The massive companies 
have absorbed any sort of threat that punk might have posed and replaced it with s 
something worse,,bands like 999 and Clash who still sheepishly stand beneath the 
banner of ?6 to boost salew whilst no more being punks: than Vera Iynn.The terrible 
frVHmg ia that hardly anyone has noticed! These bastards think they represent us 
tut they re only kidding themselves. They knAw they re nothing but traitors and 
anyone with a memory and a mind should see it as well. 

Whilst some have sold out provoking cries of "Flunks dead" things have 
gone on growing at grass roots level.Tossers like The Cladh have become as 
irrelevant as tbs dinosaurs they re placed. Why cant you open your eyes and see the 
reality of the situationJELippe d and Torn is still necessary as this situation has 
arisen and it is one of the few fanzines going that has faced up to facts and has 
tried to show its readers the truth,"for Cods sake open your eyes and realise the 
possibilities in your grasp,the oppurtunities there for the use of,the power you 
have m an individual to become what you want instead of what they tell you to 
w ant " 

As long as MT is the only mouthpiece for views as necessary as this then it 
is still necessary and its people like you who make it so.People wholl read this 
laugh throw it away and not understand a word of it on anything other than a 
superficial level.Well its not ay fault if youre a moron and I wont care anyway 
cos well have 10p of yours to print the next issue with and we might just find 
someone who knows what were on about.You wont but you 11 buy the next one anyway 
cos youre frightened of missing something,see ya then suckers. 
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i their first gig some one 
and they obviously knew 
They were well rehearsed 
jronise well, and had 
another. The singer, on his from one or two tunes borrowed from the Kinks 
3 soon over his nerves. Most and the BEatles, most of the stuff was good 
used was theiB' s Apart although it was not terribly striking and 

rather forgettable. _ , . , , 

They were backed by, 

what must have been good finance (Their 
equipment was classy and they had had 
badges made ■? on their first gig I) 

They were very good for their first 
gig, and their personally written songs 
must be commended but why must new groups 
like these always stick to tested formliars? 
The music was theirs but it wasn * t new# The 
sixties ray have been (in some peoples view) 
a good time for music but there is no reason 
to regurgitate it up again now that we are 
almost into the eighties~ or ever againj 
They were a proffessional sounding group 


A/oftrtAi 


'AUF&ieb 


r LONG JOHN w 

,UNDERWEAR 
# NEW & UNISSUED 
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LONG UNDERWEAR 

Elastic waistband as illustrated 


Made in superb quality fleece interlock. 
Worn as Song underwear or Pyjama 
trousers in very cold conditions. 

These garments are worth at least double 
our price, so order all you need now. 
Limited quantity only. 

Sizes: 38” —- 48" 
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Although I love this band they confuse me mightily both onstage and off.The music I 1 
1©¥® but 'the attitude I find both intriguing and irritating.Somehow I just cant 
believe that the image of*i© re all mates in this together* can be the truth.On the 
other hand 1 have nothing but my inborn suspicious nature to justify ay basic doubts 
on the subject.Friendly and aceomadating as the band were they confused me and made 
it very difficult for me to get close to them and attempt to understand them.Their ( 
friendliness was almost overpowering. 1 

On & basic level the band are engaging,energetic and original and this is w 

the side of their character that hits you first and would be the impression of the A 
casual onlooker. They re relaxed, friendly, witty and above all else human.Unlike many " 
bands, they dost condescend to speak but appear to be naturally warm and polite to i 
all they meet.I lay the emphasis on appear because the friendliness can be a bit 
disconcerting and I did wonder if it might nojt be just another pose. Y ou cynical i 
bastard I hear you shout but after speaking to people close to the band I found at ’ 
least some of ay fears to be justified.An ano@ymous(for > obvious reasons) speaker, I 
“When they first started what has now become the Mekons legend was the truth of it, 
they played to enjcy themselves on stage and they did although their stage fright 
would often root them to the spot.lt was a ooncious decision to laugh and joke more 
om stage and one that paid off .The only drawback is that sometimes the band go | 

through the motions because it is expected of them and not because they particularly 
feel it* | 

Whilst I like to see a band enjoy themselves onstage I would rather they were 
Ihonest with their audience and dispensed with un—necessary poses,Vocalist Andy Mekon ( 
'later denied that what I had been told was the truth and said'*We look as though we 
enjoy ourselves onstage because we do,we all get on really well together cos weve | 
all been mates for years”.This was apparently a tricky gabject so I switched to a 
more mundane one like politics.How can an apparently committed band like themselves 
compromise their views to support a band like 999 ? 

H Its not really a compromise at all,we wanted to support soraeone in aylesbury ( 
because we couldnt get a gig down here topping.We use support gigs to put across 
our viefc® $inj©s| 34 nki±* bWtbhn we are supporting” 

Do you think it better to be implicitly political rather than obviously 
through your lyrics? ^ 

"Xthink it better to have a political stand than political songs because 
generally the music suffers.Tom Robinsons stand is great but his music has definitely 
suffered because of it””We stand against sexism,racism etc,a bloke said to me in the 
bog tonight,your bands shit youve got a girl in it.Rock is about people and sex,it ia 
not about male sexuality and masturbatory fantasies,we could be the next big thing 
rock for the female orgasm (RHTFO) 

D o you make much money I asked , intrigued by the tales of £10 guitars I had 

heard. 

"We only really make money from the big shows like this one or the Dublin all 
day festival,These gigs will make up for and pay for four or five benefit gigs” 

The link with the Gang of Four is another interesting facet of the band and 
one that Mary Mekon was keen to explain, "Is and the Gang are almost like one band, we 
practised on their kit and started about two days after them.We share some songs with 
as well like 2E levator” and "Armalite Rifle*.” The main current difference between 
the two bands is the fact that the Mekons have no record contract whereas the Gang 
are likely to sign with EMI in the very nesar future. 

This intrigued me and I asked Andy what the bands aims where? ”W e want to 
reach a mass market cos the independent scene is not what its cracked up to be.We 
wont si^i anything until we are guaranteed complete control of our products.We make 
the records,we design the covers and the label gives amdmoney and distributes the 
records" 

I thought this a little naive so I asked him if he wasnt put off by the sad 
spectacle of the humiliation of The Clash. 

"The Clash didnt stick it out for total control but we will.We would not sign 
anything that did not give vta complete control* 
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The ©©ravemation I had with the hand really reinforced ay previous opinions om the 
bam&.They are no longer the punk idealists they were,there are no sore guest singers 
or onstage instrumrat swaps,seme «f the spontaneity has gone and is replaced by 
ac commitment to becoming one of the few band* to si^n and sot sell out®The Mekong 
could achieve a lot on this path and I wish them lick.The other doubts I had about 
the band remain at the back of ny mind,diminished but still present.Still,this is. no' 
a put down eos I think the Mekona are brilliant and should be enormously big-thats j 
up to you* 
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LESSON 1: GST THE TRACKS IN THE BIGHT ORDER 1 

A lot of people arent going to buy this on principle but I did. I have to admit 
bits of it are bloody awful,some of its a laugh and some ©f its even good. 

Johnny Be Goode and Roadrunner are both played but without words,this 
technique is good but gets a bit boring after 5minutes.Both t Backs were recorded 
in 1 9?6. The fourth track Black Arabs by the Black Arabs is a fimkified Sex Pistols 
greatest hits. 

SIDE 2 

Substitute,No Lip and Stepping Stone are again recorded in 1976,this side also 
has & Breach Anarchy in the tJK,a ?6 version in English is on Side 1 by the way. 
Back to 2 you have two versions of ^elsen,one Rotten sings,the ©ther,you guessed i 
it Biggs sings .As Im getting bored with writing this I shall just say that the 4 
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Supported by a weird looking bunch called Fashion who played a long and indifferent set. 
tpih.* oo uldn t have been more of a contrast.Their set was alive with energy .Hie most 

striking thing about them is that they obviously enjoy what they are doing.Its not any 
effort for thep are. doing what they like. Their faces show it, their set is so honest the res 
no pretending to be clever,distant or to project any image other than that of a band of 
people playing how they want and having a good time doing it. 1 Thats what nits you first and 
then you realise that the music is great too.Setting people moving seems to b© one of their 
objectives .They listened when the audience shouted and even let a bloke with a broken leg 
stand on the stage.The Mekons are one of the few bands with any credibility at all,they hav< 
no agent,no label and are doing what they can to help other small Leeds bands.They know 
they 11 have to get all the aforementioned things soon but at the moment their appeal is to 
listen,dance and have a bloody good time. saninr 
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